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3UHVVY 5HOHDVH IRU &DQGLGDWHVY )RUXP

League of Women Voters of Batavia
League of Women Voters of Geneva-St. Charles

Press Release For Immediate Release
November 23, 2007

Contact: Janet Safanda
League of Women Voters of Geneva-St. Charles
voterservice@lwvgenstc.org

Public Is Invited to Candidate Forums

Candidates vying to replace Dennis Hastert in Congress as representative of the

14th Congressional District will be featured in a League of Women Voters candidates’

forum on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 7 pm in St. Charles. The public is invited to attend the forum. Both
Democratic and Republican candidates who are running in the February 5 General Primary will participate in the
event. The forum will be held at the Norris Cultural Arts Center, 1040 Dunham Road, St. Charles.

The forum is sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Geneva-St. Charles and the League of Women Voters
of Batavia in cooperation with the Beacon News, the Daily Herald, and the Kane County Chronicle. Within a
moderated format, a panel of reporters will direct questions to the candidates, followed by questions from the
audience. Immediately following the forum the audience will be invited to an informal “Meet and Greet the
Candidates” session.

The League of Women Voters will also sponsor a public forum focusing on local contested Kane County Board
and state legislative races on Thursday, January 10 at 7 pm in the City Council Chambers at Batavia City Hall.
Candidates for county board chair, county board district 26, county board district 14, state legislative district 49,
and state legislative district 50 have been invited. Questions from the audience will be presented to the candidates.

Information is available at www.lwvgenstc.org.
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Leagues.

Submitted by Darlene Bakk

Mental Health Consensus Meeting Report: November 7, 2007

November’s MHDD study consensus meeting was a success. We had over
50 members and non/members attend. Thanks to LWV Geneva/St. Charles
panel participants Donna Amburgey, Gina Richter, Kim Haag and Deb
Russo. And a special thanks to Batavia member Buzz Hayes who was
wonderful at articulating the plight of persons with mental illness. LWV
Elgin Area supplied the place, the recorder, the facilitator for the consensus
questions, and had more members attend than the other Kane County

The next step is to approve the position, which will be done at each Kane
County LWV’s individual annual meeting in Spring/Summer 2008.

Other great news. Kimberley Haag will be co-facilitating the Kane County
Mental Health Council. Additionally she is secretary of the council’s data
collection committee and organized a teacher training day for the Kane
County Regional Educational office which highlights education on mental
health issues relating to school age children to be held on February 29.

Congratulations and good luck to two of our members running for the District
14™ Kane County Board seat. Stop in at our January 10" Candidates’ Forum
(see calendar for details). They will both be participating!
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Holiday Fundraiser

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Holiday

Fundraiser on December 16. Rosemary Schroeder led us all
in Holiday songs, and Tara Schwab did a great job as emcee
as well as auctioneer for the donated grab-bag gifts. It is not
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too late to make a donation to either our League or to the
League of Women Voters Educational Fund. Use the
envelope you received in the mail or go to our website
www.lwvgenstc.org to donate.
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From the LWVUS:

$&7,21 $/(57 :H OXVW 5HVWRUH &LYLO

ILEHUV

Earlier this year, Congress gave sweeping new surveillance powers to the Executive Branch,
including widespread warrantless wiretapping of American citizens, in the so-called Protect
America Act.

Now, the Senate is poised to reconsider the Protect America Act. We must make sure that this
legislation reinstates protections for civil liberties and reestablishes checks and balances in
government. We need you to contact your Senators to insist that they vote to repeal the Protect
America Act and to limit the ability of government agencies to obtain information about
American citizens without the appropriate judicial constraints.

Take action today to protect Americans against government spying programs!

The Protect America Act was rushed through Congress earlier this year with little public debate.
It is critical that the Senate pass legislation that reinstates needed checks and balances. This
legislation must ensure that government agencies obtain individual warrants before wiretapping
the communications of American citizens and not provide retroactive immunity to
telecommunications companies that have provided government agencies with information on
their customer's records.

Send a message to your Senators to urge them to vote to repeal the Protect America Act.
TAKE ACTION

1. Contact your Senators now, by phone or by email, and tell them to repeal the Protect America
Act. Tell them that widespread warrantless wiretapping of Americans is unacceptable in a
democracy and any legislation to reform the Protect America Act must clearly state that the
government must obtain an individual warrant when it wiretaps the communications of American
citizens. Tell your Senators that Congress must also guard against providing retroactive immunity
to telecommunications companies that have provided government agencies with information on
their customer's records.

2. Send this alert to other concerned citizens in your state - your grassroots network, your friends
and coworkers. Encourage them to contact their Senators today!
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From: www.lwvil.org/ElectionDay.asp

For information about the persons currently running for president, go to
http://www.lwvil.org/PresVoterGuide.pdf

For information about who will be on the ballots, go to
http://www kanecountyelections.org/Candidates/candidate_info.asp

Will You Help?

Once again, our League has an opportunity to assist the election
process while earning some money for our League. We need
volunteers to pick up provisional ballots at polling places on
election day, February 5. It involves a time commitment of about 2
to 3 hours. Please e-mail Janet Safanda at
voterservice@lwvgenstc.org if you are interested.

E-Slate Training a Big Hit with Seniors
By Mary Ann Naas

As part of the Voter Service Committee, and in
collaboration with the Batavia League, a few of us
have been engaged in e-slate training for the seniors
in our community. In November, we joined the
“Red Hat Foxes” for tea and cookies at
Pottawatomie Senior Center of St. Charles Park
District and presented the e-slate to the Red Hat
Society. Attendees practiced using the e-slate. In
December, we set up e-slate equipment at the
Geneva Senior Center in a room adjacent to their
wonderful lunches that they offer seniors three days
a week. Everyone refreshed their memories by
“yoting” using the e-slate. On Jan. 24th we will
demonstrate at The Reserve in Geneva allowing
residents to “practice” using the e-slate.

Thanks to LWV Geneva-St. Charles members
Grace Leonard, Lucile Little, Linda Robertson,
LWV Batavia pres. Patti Lackman , and Gloria
Emma from the County Clerk’s office for their
participation in this program. It has been a
rewarding experience to network with our seniors
and to offer outreach to our community. The
seniors have enjoyed it as well. We hope to
continue this training at other senior facilities
throughout 2008. To join us, e-mail
voterservice@lwvgenstc.org.
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