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Biography

| have called the Fox Valley home, and grown as it has, for decades. My community volunteer
experience led to elected experience on the Oswego School Board, Kendall County Board (Economic
Development, Zoning chair), Forest Preserve and lllinois Republican Federation leadership prior to State
Representative election in 2009. A professional who understands both our physical and social service
infrastructure (lllinois Bell, Senior Services), | was named Legislator of the Year for my collaborative
problem solving.

Q 1. What do you think the state must do to resolve its financial crisis?

A combination of economies and strategic investment. Relying on my years of balancing public budgets,

| specifically chose to serve on the Budget Reform and Accountability Committee. We're going over the
budget line by line to find smarter ways to spend less taxpayer money. We're also closely analyzing
Medicaid and pension reform. My cosponsored Accountability Portal puts every contract on line. My goal
is a fiscally responsible state that still provides dignity to our residents.

Q 2. What do you think the state should do to develop jobs for its citizens?

lllinois needs less mandates and more entrepreneurial encouragement. I'm using my professional
economic development experience serving on the Bipartisan Job Creation Task Force, benchmarking
how successful states are creating and keeping jobs. Indiana has a billboard on the state line welcoming
lllinois businesses to enjoy their lower tax structure. Support local efforts. Encourage partnerships
between chambers of commerce, business and manufacturing associations, schools, apprenticeships.
Reinforce shopping locally and exhibiting community pride-it attracts new business.

Q 3. What do you think the state should do to improve school financing?

My experience on the school board and as a parent taught me a great deal. Paramount to improving
financing is the necessity for Chicago to assess property in the same manner the rest of the state does.
Over a decade ago legislation dedicating 50% of all new dollars to education was created, but that
directive was bypassed. Avoid mandates. Each individual school district has distinctly different needs;
have a base standard and trust local control.

Q 4. What do you think the state should do to reduce carbon emissions?

Growing up reading Prairie Farmer taught me that we can be stewards of the earth and still produce
products that feed the world. Leading a forest preserve district taught me that businesses value quality of
life for their employees, and ensuring pure water and green space produces a tangible return on
investment from both an individual and business perspective. | have the same philosophy on carbon
emissions. Encourage common sense investment and individual education.






