KANE COUNTY SHERIFF-

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE DON KRAMER
Biography:
Republican sheriff's candidate Don Kramer began his career in law enforcement with the Kane
County Sheriff's Office in June 1979. He was promoted to sergeant in 1986 and supervised a
shift in the county jail for four years. Kramer started the first traffic unit in 1990 and received
numerous awards for his work in traffic safety. In 2002, Kramer was promoted to lieutenant and
has served in the Patrol, Community Policing and Civil Divisions.

Q 1. In light of the budget crisis, what options would you support to increase revenues
and/or expenditures in your department or in the county over all?

The Sheriff is limited in how he can produce more revenue to supplement the authorized budget
from the County Board. | do not think that any citizen wants to see fees and fines increased, so
| see it necessary to reduce expenditures. Our citizens have been forced to live on less and |
think they want to see government do the same. | will also seek grant money that will fund
programs to reduce crime.

Q 2. What do you see as the #1 challenge in Kane County and what do you propose to do
about it?

The greatest challenge to the Sheriff's Office is keeping the current level of service with the
budget approved by the County Board. Law Enforcement is a labor intensive field which
requires personnel to provide service to the citizens. The current organization structure needs
to be contracted to serve the core needs of the community. More officers need to be assigned
to the street and less to specialized units until the financial crisis is behind us.

Q 3. What expertise do you bring to this office?

The expertise that | will bring to the Office of Sheriff is management experience gained from
working within the organization for 30 years. | have managed a traffic unit and wrote the grants
that funded the operations, implemented and managed a new computer network, and was
responsible for department training and new officer training for several years. As a lieutenant
for the past seven years, | have worked the Patrol, Community Policing and Civil Divisions.

Q 4. What is your motivation for running for office and what impact do you plan to have
for the county?

My motivation for running for the Office of Sheriff is to improve the operations of the department,
and provide the citizens with services and programs that will benefit everyone. | plan to work
with other local police departments to improve the Neighborhood Watch program and to
collaborate on traffic safety programs. The benefit of working with other departments is to
increase our effectiveness in providing public safety while reducing the costs to a single agency.

Q 5. Do you think that Kane County government is as transparent as it should be? Why
or why not?

Kane County government may not seem transparent to those who read newspaper articles
about the County Board and elected officials battling over budget issues. Yet, this is how local
government does operate and it allows everyone's voice to be heard through their board
member. Kane County does a good job of posting minutes from the different committees, and if
one is interested they can review that information on the county’s website.






